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SINCE WINNING MUZIK MAGAZINES
"BEST NEw DJ" AWARD IN 1997,
TERRY FRANCIS HAS HAD WHAT CAN
ONLY BE DESCRIBED AS A METEORIC
RISE TO FAME. To THOSE
PREVIOUSLY UNFAMILIAR WITH HIS
FLAWLESS MIXING SKILLS AND
INSTINCTIVE ABILITY TO WORK A
CROWD, IT PROBABLY SEEMED AS IF
HE'D ARRIVED OUT OF NOWHERE.

FACT IS THOUGH, HE HAD BEEN
BLAZING A TRAIL THROUGH THE
UNDERGROUND FOR NO LESS THAN
TEN YEARS BEFORE THE WORLD AT
LARGE SAT UP AND TOOK NOTICE.

PERHAPS MORE THAN ANYTHING
ELSE IT WAS HIS UNANIMOUSLY
PRAISED "ARCHITECTURE" MIX
ALBUM THAT REALLY PUT HIM ON
THE MAP. A SEAMLESS MIX OF DEEP
DUBBY HOUSE, CELESTIAL BREAKS
AND ETHEREAL VOCALS - IT WAS
SHOT THROUGH WITH THE KIND OF
SHIMMERING TECHNO SENSIBILITY
THAT REALLY MARKED IT OUT AS
SOMETHING SPECIAL. SOME CALLED
IT "TECH HOUSE", WHILST TERRY
HIMSELF JOKINGLY DESCRIBED TO IT
AS "HOUSE NO".

ULTIMATELY THOUGH, ANY
LABELLING OF TERRY'S STYLE IS
FAIRLY POINTLESS BECAUSE WHAT
HE DOES Is WHAT ALL THE VERY
BEST DJ's DO. HE BLURS THE LINES
BETWEEN THE PAST AND THE
PRESENT TO CREATE THE FUTURE
AND ALWAYS PLAYS FROM THE
HEART. CRUCIALLY THOUGH, HE
DOES IT JUST THAT LITTLE BIT
BETTER THAN ALMOST ANYBODY
ELSE.
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FROM THAT POINT ON TERRY WAS A
CONFIRMED HOUSE MUSIC LOVER AND WITHIN
A COUPLE OF MONTHS HE'D MANAGED TO
SECURE A RESIDENCY AT A BAR IN
LEATHERHEAD, THE TOWN WHERE HE GREW
UP.

"IT WAS DOWNSTAIRS IN THIS MAD BASEMENT
AT A ROCKERS BAR AND THEY WERE ALL
SWEARING AT ME AND SLAGGING OFF THE
MUSIC." HE LAUGHS. "TWO WEEKS LATER THEY
WERE ALL JUMPING ABOUT AND UP TO ALL
SORTS.”

TERRY STARTED WORKING AT SWAG RECORDS
IN CROYDON IN THE EARLY S90S AND WAS
PRODUCING MUSIC FROM 1994 AS HOUSEY
DOINGZ WITH NATHAN COLES AND UNDER
VARIOUS PSEUDONYMS INCLUDING THE
DELINQUENTS, DIRTY FoG, DEADENDZ AND
RECORDING FOR VARIOUS QUALITY RECORD
LABELS INCLUDING PAGAN, EUKATECH, END
RECORDINGS, SWAG, LONDON HOUSING
BENEFIT & OTHERS AS WELL AS HIS OWN
LABELS WIGGLE, EYE 4 SOUND, DEADENDZ
AND HIS NEW RECORD LABEL VENTURE;
WHERE ARE YOU RECORDS.

FROM THERE TERRY MOVED ON TO A
RESIDENCY AT THE LEGENDARY STERNS CLUB
(SPINNING ALONGSIDE THE LIKES OF COLIN
DALE, MR C AND EDDIE RICHARDS), PLAYED
EXTENSIVELY ON THE SOUTH COAST AND DID
NUMEROUS GUEST SPOTS AT PARTIES LIKE
LONDON'S HEART & SOUL.

By 1994 HE FELT THE TIME WAS RIGHT TO
SET UP HIS OWN NIGHT AND IN MARCH OF
THAT YEAR WIGGLE WAS BORN. A JOINT
OPERATION BETWEEN TERRY, NATHAN COLES
AND EDDIE RICHARDS. WIGGLE HAS ALWAYS
BEEN A NIGHT LIKE NO OTHER. STILL,
PROBABLY LONDON'S BEST LOVED
UNDERGROUND HOUSE EVENT, AND ONE OF
THE ONLY NIGHTS IN THE COUNTRY THAT HAS
ALWAYS REMAINED TRUE TO THE ORIGINAL
SPIRIT OF ACID HOUSE, AND THAT FACT THAT
IT HAS SOLD OUT EVERY TIME SINCE IT
STARTED PRETTY MUCH SPEAKS FOR ITSELF.
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https://ra.co/dj/terryfrancis
https://www.beatport.com/artist/terry-francis/1259
https://www.discogs.com/artist/817-Terry-Francis
https://soundcloud.com/terryfrancis
https://www.instagram.com/terryfrancis_dj/?hl=en
mailto:mariana@suenaagency.com
mailto:mariana@suenaagency.com
mailto:mariana@suenaagency.com
https://terryfrancis-rgb.bandcamp.com/
https://www.facebook.com/terryfrancisDJ

